


We sit as the generation of change- 

makers armed with stylus and bold ideas, like 

those before us and those that come after 

us; these words dancing so carefree with 

depictions of the future, fantasy, and culture. 

There’s no singular word yet for what we do 

and what to call us, but if the principle is that 

you are what you eat – then we consume the 

works of great minds from the east, and dine 

on it under the African sun.

Afromanga.

Remember this word as the progenitor seed 

of the grand tales and fables that will rise 

from the continent. Take it in. You’re part 

of the movement now, as your eyes scrub 

through these very words. Consume these 

pages, be consumed by the stories, and 

then sit with us as the generation of change 

makers armed with stylus and bold ideas. Like 

those who come after you, and those after 

them.

Let us speak if the works of these great minds 

from African, and dine on them under our 

uniting sun. 

~Bill Masuku, founder of the term Afromanga 

and the 昀椀rst ever Afromangaka*

FOREWARD

*See more in his titles Razor-Man (the 昀椀rst-
ever Afromanga) and Captain South Africa.



This is Blood. Sweat. Ink. A unique 

collection of Afromanga produced by the 

4th Year Students of the Wits Digital Arts 
BA Degree Programme. What began as a 
simple idea tossed between Bill Masuku 

(the progenitor of the Afromanga Genre) 

and I grew into a research opportunity - 

I’ve always found Intergenre an interesting 

and valuable theory, so I pitched an idea 

to my department for a research project. 

It challenged the student participants 

to create stories that they would want 

to read, characters that represent the 

individuals making the work and, most 

importantly, an all-new medium through 

which to express themselves. 

 Almost 6 months of hard 

work has gone into the project and we 

are immensely proud of what we’ve all 

achieved. From the striking cover cards 

to the sumptuous interior, we hope that 

you, dear reader, 昀椀nd a story (or two, or 
all) that speaks to you. Everything you will 

encounter is completely original content 

and a product of our book’s namesake: 

Blood (not too much, though), Sweat 
(quite a lot of that) and Ink (both digital 

and traditional).

 I’d like to offer thanks to several 

people that made this happen - to Kieran 

and my colleagues at Wits Digital Arts 
for believing in this project, to Angus for 

昀椀nding funds to make this book a reality, 
and most especially, to Kirsten Douglas 
and the Alexander Family for their 

generous donations. 

 This support means everything 

to us, and you’ve all helped to catalyze 

a very important and new art form. 

To my wife, my best friend and muse, 

Chanel, thank you for the nudges and 

occasional shoves in the right direction.

To Ziyaad, your exceptional work on 

Siri Watu will always be the original 

South African Afromanga and a great 
inspiration.

 Finally, a big thanks goes to 

you, the reader, for buying this book 

and supporting this initiative. If you’re 

a budding comic artist/ mangaka, I 

hope this serves to inspire you as 

much as comics did to me. Never stop 

dreaming, work hard and draw all the 

time, because we’d love to have you 

as part of the team in the future. For 

the parents out there - believe in your 

artistic child, because they are so much 

more special than you’ll ever know. 

Artists can change the world, bring joy 

in truly dark times and spread wonder 

to people that have lost hope. 

 May you enjoy reading this as 

much as we did making it. Now, stop 

reading my boring intro and enjoy the 

comics! :D 

~Ray Whitcher (naggy lecturer and 

comic geek)
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BLOOD. SWEAT. INK. Is a unique 

compendium of Afromanga that has 

been created by a team of talented 

students from the University of the 

Witwatersrand’s Digital Arts Honours 

Degree Programme. 

With stories that span genres and 

challenge comic formats, this book 

contains something for all manner of 

tastes. Please note, though, that the 

content within is not recommended for 

children younger than 14 due to foul 

language and violence. 


